Preface

The divine revelation unfolds to us that God is Love. God has fashioned the
human beings from the dust of the earth to be in his image and likeness, to
participate in his love. Human experience shows that love requires at least
two persons. It is said that perfect love requires three, so that the two can
pour out their love together on someone else. In God, the three persons love
one another with an eternal love, forming a communion. God is a magnifi-
cent “We”, a communion of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. That un-
fathomable dynamic love has made God to come out of God’s self to meet the
creatures so as to transform them into his children and thus bring them into
the trinitarian love and communion. This is brought about by paying the
great price of the blood of the innocent Lamb and the outpouring of the Spir-
it of love. The community thus generated through love relationship, permeat-
ed with the presence of the triune God, we call “the Church”. The Church ful-
ly realizes her nature and vocation only when she “gratefully” prostrates in
adoration before the Mystery that brought her to existence and communi-
cates this experience to others in charity, so as to help others to participate in
the divine communion (1 Jn 1: 1-4). John says that in heaven, the four living
creatures and twenty four elders day and night, without ceasing, worship the
one seated on the throne. Myriads and myriads and thousands of thousands
sing with full voice to the Lamb that was slaughtered, yet now standing vic-
torious to receive power, wealth, wisdom, might, honour, glory and blessing
(cf. Rev 4-5). Already, the Eucharistic communion here on earth is the pledge
of that eternal glory. True, one cannot simply live in the idealized world. We
live amidst concrete persons. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus, of loving
our neighbour as he loved us, demands that we shape our life according to his
own life style. Here, we must remember that we are made of dust, and there-
fore fragile, liable to sin, falsehood and hypocrisy. However, trusting in God
who formed us and called us to be the community that perpetuates the mem-
ory of the paschal mystery of Our Lord Jesus, and contemplating our destiny,
that is, the heavenly Church of the Redeemed, we can understand the nature
and mission of the pilgrim Church.

The Church is made for the glory of the triune God; in giving glory to God
by loving and caring for his creatures we find true happiness and glory for
ourselves. We receive the grace of the Holy Spirit to be truly what we should
be in the measure we love the Church. The relational and social needs of every
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individual are honestly fulfilled in the communion of love. While mere self-
fulfilment makes us egoistic, our being part of the Church spurs us to be self-
transcendent, to go out of ourselves, to go beyond ourselves to meet the oth-
er and come back to ourselves and receive ourselves at a higher level. Here lies
the mission of the Church: to go out of herself to bring the triune God into
the lives of people and bring people into the life of God, where both God and
humankind may be glorified.

Keeping this perspective in mind and with the help of Scripture, Tradition,
Magisterium and the writings of the noted theologians of our time, I have
made a modest attempt to explain the nature and mission of the Church. Tak-
ing the orientations from the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen
Gentium and with the communion ecclesiology in perspective, I have chosen
the principal images and symbols to explain the theme at hand without ever
claiming to be exhaustive. My own knowledge of the one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church is deepened through my interactions with the students of the-
ology and I am indebted to them. These pages are written keeping in mind the
students of Ecclesiology at the undergraduate level and I wait for the sugges-
tions of my readers so as to prepare a solid manual of Ecclesiology in future.

In writing this book, I have been greatly helped by different people to whom
I am indebted. I thank my bishop, Most Rev. Aloysius Paul D’Souza for his pa-
ternal care and guidance. I am beholden to Prof. Alberto Trevisiol, the Rector
of the Urbaniana University and to Prof. Maurizio Gronchi for their continual
encouragement. I cannot forget the kindness of Prof. Leonardo Sileo, the Direc-
tor of the Urbaniana University Press, for his acceptance to publish this mono-
graph. Fr. Rajesh Rosario helped me to find some relevant bibliography, for
which I am thankful. I am grateful to Rev. Fr. Fernando Domingues and Mons.
Vincenzo Viva, the former and present Rectors of the Pontificio Collegio Ur-
bano for their support. Mrs Maria Antonietta, Mr Giuseppe Giorgioli and their
family have been a great source of inspiration. The prayers and love of my
mother and family members are unforgettable. A special word of thanks goes
to my professor of Ecclesiology, Prof. Jozko Pirc who read through the manu-
script and made important suggestions. I am indebted to Fr. Daniel Farrugia for
correcting the English language of the text. May God bless them all!

Finally, thanking the Almighty God, I dedicate this book to the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, the Image and Model of the worshipping and missionary Church.
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