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Diversity always proves a bit
frightening, for it challenges our
securities and the status quo. [...]
In the face of cultural, ethnic, 
political and religious diversity, 
we can either retreat into a rigid
defense of our supposed identity, 
or become open to encountering 
others and cultivating together 
the dream of a fraternal society.

POPE FRANCIS

Speech to the Hungarian Episcopal Conference
Apostolic visit to Budapest, September 12, 2021 
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“To Look More Closely”
Keynote address by Kathleen Mahoney, GHR 
(Gerald and Henrietta Rauenhorst) Foundation Senior Program Officer, 
held online at the International Congress of the 
Pontifical Urbaniana University, 17 November 2021

Hello everyone. My name is Kathleen Mahoney and I am a senior program officer
at GHR Foundation. I am glad to be able to join you today and to bring greetings

from the Foundation to those of you who are gathered for this important conversation
about multiculturalism and formation of women and men religious. 

This congress focuses on an important topic for religious life and for the times. We
know that women and men religious have long been people who have crossed bor-
ders. For the gospel and for the sake of mission they have crossed many types of
borders: those of class, of race and ethnicity, of nations and cultures. They do so
today even as, in too many parts of the world, tensions are flaring, as willingness to
welcome and engage with others from different nations and cultures – to welcome the
stranger – seems to be waning. 

For this, we hold up religious life – a life of border crossing for gospel and mission
– as a much-needed blessing and a sign of hope. Nevertheless, it is not without its
challenges. 

At GHR Foundation, it has been my privilege to work closely with sisters from the
U.S. and from around the globe. It has provided many opportunities to see, close-up,
their leadership, their service, and their spiritual witness. Through this work, I came to
know Sister Joyce Meyer, an American sister who is a member of the Congregation
of the “Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary”. In her ministry – she has crossed
more international borders than anyone I know. 

Perhaps because she had travelled so much, she has had a special affinity for sis-
ters in the U.S. who came from other countries. She was in contact with some of them
and in some cases, she was concerned about their wellbeing, as they were immersed
in new cultures, often with little support from afar or few resources nearby.

Sister Joyce became their prophetic voice, challenging a familiar narrative. Many
of us, including myself, knew a long history filled with stories of Catholic sisters from
Europe who came to North America with other immigrants. However, that was history.
However, what about today? Many of us were aware of a growing number of sisters
from Central and South America who were in the United States. Nevertheless, Sister
Joyce was urging us to look more closely.

At Sister Joyce’s urging, conversations started and a meeting was held among rep-
resentatives from many groups. As voice upon voice was heard, it became very clear
that we did indeed need to look more closely. And so we are especially grateful that a
research team based at Trinity Washington University and led by Sr. Mary Johnson
stepped up to conduct the first-of-its-kind study of “International Sisters in the United
States“. You will be hearing from one of the researchers, Dr. Mary Gautiier, on findings
which opened our eyes to the sheer numbers of international sisters, to some of their
challenges, and the many ways in which they have been a blessing to so many.

While the numbers of international sisters in the U.S. is impressive, they pale in
comparison with those in Rome, the crossroads of the Catholic Church. How fortu-
nate that Sister Patricia Murray, the secretary general of the International Union of Su-
periors General, held a convening in Rome to share the research and among the par-
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ticipants who were gathered, we find professor Luca Pandolfi. Like his counterparts
in the U.S., he recognized the importance of the topic for religious life. We are grate-
ful for the partnership between the International Union of Superiors General (UISG)
and the Pontifical Urbaniana University, and for the research he has led that to look
more closely at religious life, multicultural realities and its importance for formation. 

It has been a privilege for GHR to provide support for these research projects.
Thank you to all who have advocated for, researched, analyzed, and planned for this
gathering and given us the opportunity to look more closely at the importance of cul-
tures in the formation of women and men religious.
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