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SIMPLE CATECHISMS
FOR SIMPLE PEOPLE

Teaching Christian Doctrine to Children,
Old and llliterate People

All the missionaries who came to China from the 16th century until today have
given great importance to catechesis. When they met people who were not able
to systematically study the doctrine or with an insufficient level of literacy, such
as children, old people or the seriously ill, it was fundamental that the mission-
aries compiled and employed simplified materials for catechism. This article in-
vestigates the Yaoli liu duan /<% [The six fundamental principles] and
some other simplified catechisms, providing an analysis of the historical con-
text, summarizing the basic content of the materials and inspecting some pecu-
liar characteristics. This aims to be a contribution to the research on the history
of Chinese missions and to the evangelization and pastoral activities.
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